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Meeting with Indian team probing  Canada ‘safe haven’ for
‘Pannun plot’ productive, says US

P Continued from P 1

Sstatedeptspokesman Matt-

hew Miller said the meeting

with the visiting Indian te-
am probingthealleged plotagainst
pro-Khalistan separatist Gurpat-
‘want Pannun was“productive”.

The individual, identified as
CClintheUSindictment, isreport-
ed to be a Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) officer; Vikram Ya-
dav, on deputation to Research and
Analysis Wing (R&AW). Accord-
ing to US accounts, CCI allegedly
recruited Nikhil Gupta, an Indian
national. to hire a hitman to elimi-
nate Pannun. The hitman turned
outtobeanundercover USagent.

Gupta was arrested in Prague
earlier this year and extradited to
the US, where he has pled not guilty
ahead of an expected trial. India
has said it does not sanction or
condone transnational killing
amid suggestionsthatsome players
may have gone rogue. At the same
time, New Delhi has also pushed
back at US and Canada for adopting
a benign attitude — all in the name
of political freedom — towards vio-
lent Khalistani extremists who
have attacked Indian diplomatic
missions and threatened Indian
diplomatsand officials.

Pannun, a dual citizen of US
and Canada, has a free run in both
countries and continues to openly
threaten Indian officials, most re-
cently sending out an email show-
ing India’s ambassador to the US,
Vinay Kwatra, in the crosshairs of
arifleinavisual, withthe message
“Wanted: Enemy of Sikhs".

While Washington has kept en-
gagement with New Delhion theis-
sue fairly low-key, Canada has ele-

Trdeau lying to distract from his ¥'s revolt,
says his main opponent & Conservative leader

anadian PM Justin Trudeau has come under attack back home, with his

main opponent, Conservative Party's Pierre Pollievre, accusing him of
lying and winning two elections with China's help while making misleading
claimsabout india's interference in Ottawa’s internal affairs.
| Responding to Trudeau'sallegation about links of
i{ Conservative MPs toforeign powers, Poilievresaid the PM
had not responded to his message to reveal the names of MPs
whocollaborated with “foreign interference”.

E B “JustinTrudeau is doing what he always does: he s lying.
— = Heislying todistract from a Liberal caucus revolt against his
leadership and revelations he knowingly allowed Beijing tointerfere and help
himwin two elections,” said the Conservative politician who enjoys nearly a

double-digit lead in ratings over Trudeauin the build-up to polls next year.

Poilievrealso revealed that Trudeau, who through his senior aides conveyed
tohim serious allegations of India's interferencein Canada's internal atfairs,
had not backed up the charge though the law allows him the leeway to share the
specificdetails. “l was briefed on Oct 14 by Nathalie Drouin, national security
andintelligence advisor to the PM; David Morrison, deputy minister of foreign
affairs at Global Affairs Canada; and Daniel Rogers, director of CSIS; about the
matter of foreign interference from India,” Poilievre said, adding that Trudeau's
team did not share details with him by taking the'stand that they could notput .
any MP ina “tough position” without giving them due process. Poilievre said the’
stand of Trudeau's aides was just an excuse as “CSIS Actallows the govt to offer
any information to any Canadian about specificrisks of foreigninterference
without forcing them into sworn secrecy or controlling what they say”,

Healsosaidit was the first time Trudeau's team had made the claim about
Indla'sinterference and its links to Conservative MPs. The timing, Oct 14, of the
Trudeauteam's visitto Poilievreisalso significant:itcame on the eve of the dep-
osition of the PM and members of PMO befare the Foreigninterference Commi-
ssion, the coincidence set to strengthen India’s suspicion that the dispensation
inOttawa fired d volley of allegations to dis ionfromthe
hearingsinto charge that Trudeau allowed the Chinese a free run of his country.

“If Trudeau has evidence to the contrary, he should share it with the public.
Nowthat he has blurted it out in general terms ata commission of inquiry, he sh-
ould release facts. But he won't, because he s making it up,” Pollievre said. mn

replete with charges that PM Jus-
tin Trudeau has stirred up themat-

vated the matter into the publicdo-
main, insisting New Delhi has had

ahand in theassassination of Sikh
separatists, despite by its own ad-
mission, not providing evidence
for what it calls “credible allega-
tions”. Canada’s political arena is

ter for political survival since his
govt is dependent on support from
Sikh politicians, many of’ whom
are pro-Khalistan separatists.

(US correspondent for TOI)

criminals wanted in Indi

Been Indifferent To
Extradition Pleas
Since '03: Officials

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Canada may have taken
the plea of free speech and cited leg-
alrequirement for more proof toact
against pro-Khalistan extremists’
alleged political persecution to find
sanctuary in its territory, but the
country has failed to act on India’s
requests even for extradition of
fraudsters and those accused of
drugdealing, domestic violenceand
rape. This has turned the country
into a “safe haven” for criminals
wanted inIndia, govt sources said.
Sources here pointed out that no
action has been taken against one
Gurchatan Singh, accused in a
cheating case, although a request
was made in 2003. Similarly, Omkar
Mal Aggarwal, accused of criminal
conspiracyandcheatingina proper-
ty case, has been wanted since 2016,
while India sought the extradition
of Jasvinder Pal Singh Walia in 2022
in a case related to gang rape and
blackmail of a female employee of
hisspaduring2014-15, which is pend-
ing. Last year, a plea was made agai-
nst Ravinder Singh for cruelty agai-
nsthis wife, after he fled the country.
Sources said there are formal
and informal channels via which in-
formation is exchanged but a com-
mon thread is there—reluctanceon
partof Canadianauthorities.
On'several occasions, India has
suggested that the Canadian govt
checkthe antecedents of individu-
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Trudeau addresses a press conference in 0

ttawa on Oct 14, Even in the 1980s, his
father, then PM Pierre Trudeau, harhoured Khalistani terrorists

als who enter the country illegally
and later seek asylum, but the sug-
gestion has been ignored. Even the
caution that the “opendoor” policy
isarecipefordisaster,asthosewho
have profited from crime are going
toply their dark trade in their new
home, has not been heeded. “Nor
have the instances vindicating the
warning,” said a senior source.

In' the case of terrorists and
criminals, Indian authorities have
shared call details and even the lo-
cation of suspects and suggested
that action could be taken under
Canadian laws but complained
that they havealways hitawall.

Sources alsodismissed the grou-
nds of “higher bar” and “due proc-
ess” refrained by Canadian agen-
cies to justify their action against
terroristsentering the country cam-
ouflaged as “dissenters who are fac-
ing prosecution for political reaso-
ns” as just an alibi, saying the con-
cerns have never come in the way of
tough action against operatives and
sympathisers of ISand their family
members. “The indifference and re-

sistance to our requests... has been
visceral and has been the norm
sinee 2003, said the source.

In fact, after years of informal
sharing of information and dos-
siers, which Canada said didn't
meet their legal requirements, a
formal arrangement was worked
out between NIA and RCMP but
there has not been much headway.

Evenin the1980s when militancy
was at its peak in Punjab, Canada
underthen PM Pierre Trudeau, Jus-
tin's father, harboured Khalistani
terrorists, including those involvad
in murders and bombings, includ-
ing that of Kanishka that killed
hundreds of passengers.

Inrecentyearstoo, as Sikhextre
mists decided to make Canada as
their base for anti-India activities,
govt repeatedly flagged its concern
and shared evidence, including
links with Pakistan, but has not met
with muchsuccess. What has raised
further eyebrows in New Delhi is
howmany extremists accused of se
rious terror charges have even been
given official assignments.
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NOTICE to nationalized banks for investment of an amount of
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accrued thereon) IN FIXED DEPOSIT.
All the Nationalized Banks are informed that the above
mentioned amount is to be invested in Fixed Deposit for a
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‘OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. DEE/TRD & GSULIP, acting for and
" |onbehali of The President of Indla invites|
E-Tenders for following works. Manual
offérs are ‘not. allowed against these|
jtendars, and any such manual offer|
recsived shall be ignored. S.N. 1 NIT Ne.
: EL-GSU-JP-2024-25-03R Name of|
+|work : ‘TRD Work in connaction with
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NOTICE to nationalized banks for investment of an amount
of Rs. 6,00,00,000/- (Rs. Six Crore only plus interést accrued
theraon) IN FIXED DEPOSIT.

All the Nationalized Banks are informed that the above
mentioned amount is to be invested in Fixed Deposit for a
period of 06 MONTHS. Interested Nationalized Banks ‘are

Gap between actions
and words: MEA on
Trudeau’s comments
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has not shared any shred of
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1 F.No. RCIE13012/2/2021-E8TT iy SR F@s@mment of Tamil Nadu ? extraditionhasbeenpending  against our diplomats.” He
Rehabilitation Council of India A7 @g Rural Develdpment and Panchayat Raj Department with Canada for long. said the Trudeau govt's base

e | 1] 2 Mayiladuthorai District “This is very serious. We lessallegations haveonly pre

=~ A Statutory Body of Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan),
Government of India

B-22, Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi— 110016

find it very strange that the
people who we asked to be
deported, RCMP is blaming
the'Indian side for these peo-
ple committing crimes in
Canada. This is a contradic-
tion that we don’t under-
stand,” he told reporters.

cipitated matters. “The resp
onsibility for the damage
that this cavalier behaviour
has caused to India-Canada
relations lies with PM Tru-
deaualone,” Jaiswal added.

Regarding the diplomatic
fallout, MEA stated that Indis

- For and on behalf of the Governar of Tamil Nadu, e-terders are imvited by the District
Collector, Mayladuthurai from the reputed Companies for Purchasing of Stes! for KKT
Housing Schemes at Maylladuthurai District 8mm Steel rod for 300 Metric Tonnes and
10mm Steel rod for 660 Metric Tonnes by two cover system.

1. Tender Rel. No. 2332/7024f A3
2. For details, visit e Intenders gon.
3. e-Bids areinvited by the District Collector, Maylacuthural for Purehasing of Steel rod for

Qnhne applications are invited from the eligible candidates for engagemeant of Legal Cansultant purely on
KKI Housing Schemes of Mayiladuthural District under Two cover system

contract basis in this Council within 21 days from the date of publicalion of the advertisement in the

Newspager 4. The bid document can be downlasded at free of cost from www Intenders.guyn from Thecommentscameaday  had summoned Canada's act.
[ o Qne (01) Conselidated ramuneration of 12102024 10 25502004 - 200 £., after Trudeau's admission ing high commissioner and
| Legal Consuitant $ Rs.70.000-1:00.000/- p.m g Londuaand lme that he attacked India for the  conveved concerns about the

L 25102024 -3.00 PM
11. Last date and time for Onlina Submission of Bid documents : 25.10.2024 -3.00 P M
1L Date and time of online opening of Bid documents : 25.10.2022-4.00F.M.
District Collector,
Rural Development and Panchayat Raj, Mayiladuthural

safety of Indian diplomats.
“We had conveyed that we
had no faith that the Cana.
dian govt will look after the
safety of our diplomats and

killing of pro-Khalistan ter-
rorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar
without “evidentiary proof*.
Trudeau had claimed
Wednesday that there was a

For more details regarding eligibility criteria, #ge, ‘elc and other details please visit |

waww.rehabeouncil. ni.in
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A Statutory Body of Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment (@%a

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), :

S e Government of India e g v
B-22, Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi — 110016

Online applications are invited from the eligible candidates for engagement of Legal Consultant purely on
contract basis in this Council within 21 days from the date of publication of the advertisement in the
Newspaper.

Legal Consultant One (01) | Consolidated Remuneration of
Rs.70,000-1,00,000/- p.m.

For more details regarding eligibility criteria, remuneration, age, etc. and application proforma, please
visit: www.rehabcouncil.nic.in.

Member Secretary, RCI



